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The point about the 'volunteers* is equally clear.
The only foreigners who have fought on the Govern-
ment side arrived in Spain as unarmed individuals,
without uniforms or the slightest assistance from the
Governments of the countries to which they belonged.
They were equipped and fitted out by the Republican
Government from the limited stores which they pos-
sessed. An acquaintance of the writer, who went out
in the early days, never got anything better than an
old Ross rifle, a pre-war model, until he picked up a
machine gun after the Italian rout at Brihuega, in the
following March. The International Brigade was a
completely amateur army, without a single regular unit
in it. There was no Russian battalion, and the Russians
who came with the munitions were only a few craftsmen
and engineers. The Brigade never numbered more than
about 15,000 men.

The 'volunteers* on General Franco's side all arrived
as fully armed and equipped units, except a small
number of real volunteers from Ireland. Two or three
thousand Catholics went out to western Spain under
General O'Duffy. They had a short and unhappy experi-
ence, suffering casualties from their own side due to
some mistake. It was made obvious to them that they
were not needed with an army, the foreign elements
of which were regular soldiers. The only 'volunteers*
worth considering on the insurgent side were Italians
and Germans. All of them were sent under orders of
their Government, they served under their own officers,
who had Government commissions, and who were in
constant communication with their own army head-
quarters at home. They are described in official orders
from Rome as the Italian Expeditionary Force, By
February, 1937, they numbered at least fifty thousand,